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my favorite space...

T'he Metropolitan
Op

e

IT'S ALWAYS STRUCK ME HOW
nnately feminine the Metrogolian
Ohperd House 15 It's surprisaing
because the same architect, Wallace Ko
Harrison, was kinown for hus rgorously
mamlern office buildings and for the
United Nations headquarters, which
i austere and masculine, Bur the Mer
b an ORgAni ulu!ul.nmg u-ilmg._ d
curvy stircase and a wonderful visa
at the top of the stairs of Wilhelm
Lehmbruck's stanse of 2 knecling

nude woman. The sconces and ihe

era House

chandelicrs look like huge baubles, and
with the red walls and gold ceiling, i
feels as i you're in 3 jewelry box

I bove goang on the opening night of
an opera amid secing everyone dressed
ap. My fira timie going 1o the Met, 1
ot tickens o La Thaefanr not even real-
izing it was opening night. | was 21 or
22, anal T still remembser being swepe
intr the glamour of it

T this day, there's always such 4
Bz in the ais. It siarts outside a5 you

approach that travertine Bgade, which

HY BARA BENGUR

could be a stage sen itself 115 as
it the glass wall behind the
arches has cut open an elevation
of the space, and you can soc
people maoving in o kind of
swirling motion on all the floon
and up the grand staircase.,
Insade the theater you have
that woven damask curtain—
supposedly the Bargest tab cur-
ain in the world—hanging in
the enoeMmaEs [Roscenim,
There"s a whole otlver world
behand thar cumain, and you
can feel it You can sense the
sudience waiting for it 1o
e There's a hush when those

Ll

pewel-like Lobmeyr chandeliern
rise 1o the ceiling and the lights
dim. And then everyone catches
their breath as they see o Gantasy
began o undodd betore them.,
It's umazing how the sets can
CrEe any environment— Irorm
the Egypt of Arda 1o o Roman
cathedral in Fwea,

And then there's the music
The emations it puts you
through?® You go from antcips
tiewn and cxcitement to drama,
soprow, jov and sheer awe.
They're epac. The whole expe-
rience is Larger than life, yer someliow
timeless. The building speaks of the
1%¥dls, when it was buile, withowt feel-
ing dated, 1 suppose any truly magieal
expenence has that suspended-in-time
quality, and that's exaaly the sensation

I get when | go to the opera there. =
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